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Date:   02Jan2015

To:
APEGA - Association of Professional Engineers 
and Geoscientists of Alberta
2200 Scotia Centre
700 2nd Street SW
Calgary, AB T2P 2W1
Tel: 403-262-7714

http://www.apega.ca

From:
William Neil Howell
PO Box 299
Hussar, Alberta
T0J1S0

www.BillHowell.ca
Bill@BillHowell.ca
1-587-707-2027

Subject:  Howell 150102 - APEGA Professional Development - 2013+2014 Report

This letter summarizes my Professional Development efforts in 2013 and 2014 as related to 
maintaining my APEGA status.  This report shows that I am on-track to fulfill (perhaps surpass) my 
three-year requirement by 31Dec2015, and clearly that I put substantial UNPAID time and personal 
out-of-pocket money into professional activities.  Everything in this report is volunteer work (I am 
currently semi-retired, but need to start a brand new career soon).

As this is my first such report since being re-instated in Alberta as a P.Eng. in 2013, I have perhaps 
gone overboard, but it has taken some time to properly set up for this reporting, and it will be much 
faster for future years.

[NOTE :  This letter was not sent - there are simply 5 or six boxes to enter the summary numbers for 
each category.   This document has been posted to :  http://www.billhowell.ca/Professional%20&
%20Resume/150102%20Howell%20-%20APEGA%20Professional%20Development,
%202014%20Report.pdf] 
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Howell - Continuing Professional Development, APEGA Requirements 
and Performance
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....

Note that several numbers are missing or need substantiation : 
• professional development programs, courses and seminars
• courses offered by universities, technical institutes, colleges, suppliers, employers or technical 

societies

However, that is not critical at this time, as I am comfortable with my PD activities and progress.  Next 
year I can add the detail.
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Key professional responsibilities

As stated in the cover letter, I am currently semi-retired, but plan on starting a new career within two 
years.   Even so, I have many volunteer responsibilities of a “professional” nature :  

Please note that I am definitely NOT a “passive” committee member like so many others that take the 
title and do the minimum effort (or no effort).  I put a LOT of time into my engagements!

endpage
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List of Courses, seminars, conference attendance

I didn't get around to creating a formal list, although several are mentioned in the table “Howell - 
Continuing Professional Development, APEGA Requirements and Performance”.  Next year I'll be 
more specific.

endpage
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2013 + 2014 summary of my time related to Professional Development

I must emphasize a few points related to my scientific peer reviews for journals and conferences. 
• To begin with, these account for >500 hours of effort in the two years reported!  
• My reviews are in EXTREMELY advanced areas of science, and much of it over the last two years required 

verification of mathematical theorems and proofs.  Some of it touches on what I consider to be THE most advanced
control theory there is (not at the system level, but the fundamental conceptual and theoretical levels).  See 
“Example - Lisiting of Neural Networks journal peer reviews” below. 

• The way I do my peer reviews greatly surpasses the effort and depth of the vast majority of other peer reviewers, 
even for advanced scientific journals.  I see this regularly as a review chair, and with feedback from all reviews for 
the NN journal.  I am NOT an expert in most areas, so I cannot claim to come up with the RARE insightful 
comment that a very few experts occasionally do, but I do catch many conceptual and math theorem errors.  As two
recent examples, see my reviews posted  at  :   
◦ http://www.billhowell.ca/Neural%20nets/Howell%20140116%20example%20peer%20review

%20-%20Anti-Windup%20for%20time-varying%20delayed%20CNNs%20subject%20to%20Input
%20Saturation.pdf

◦ http://www.billhowell.ca/Neural%20nets/Howell%20141014%20example%20peer%20review%20-%20Fully
%20probabilistic%20control.pdf

http://www.billhowell.ca/Neural%20nets/Howell%20141014%20example%20peer%20review%20-%20Fully%20probabilistic%20control.pdf
http://www.billhowell.ca/Neural%20nets/Howell%20141014%20example%20peer%20review%20-%20Fully%20probabilistic%20control.pdf
http://www.billhowell.ca/Neural%20nets/Howell%20140116%20example%20peer%20review%20-%20Anti-Windup%20for%20time-varying%20delayed%20CNNs%20subject%20to%20Input%20Saturation.pdf
http://www.billhowell.ca/Neural%20nets/Howell%20140116%20example%20peer%20review%20-%20Anti-Windup%20for%20time-varying%20delayed%20CNNs%20subject%20to%20Input%20Saturation.pdf
http://www.billhowell.ca/Neural%20nets/Howell%20140116%20example%20peer%20review%20-%20Anti-Windup%20for%20time-varying%20delayed%20CNNs%20subject%20to%20Input%20Saturation.pdf
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Sample of TimeLog details as an example of verifiable backup for my 
numbers.
(This is a very small fraction of what was used to make my report.)

NOTE :  The hours are taken from a log book accurate to within 5 minutes “normally”, but with many omissions.  Estimates
are therefore a lower bound!!

Date Day Start End Net
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Car Todo Done

20-Nov-13 Wed 19:01 0.2 APEGA

20-Nov-13 Wed 19:15 1.8 APEGA

17-Jan-14 Fri 13:50 0.2 APEGA

19-Jan-14 Mon 23:49 0.2 APEGA AGM register AGM 30Jan2013

23-Jan-14 Thu 11:00 0.6 MyClubs APEGA AGM

23-Jan-14 Thu 17:30 2.8 APEGA

23-Jan-14 Thu 23:47 0.2 APEGA unload Nissan

24-Jan-14 Sat 15:40 0.3 APEGA students

24-Feb-14 Tue 14:12 0.1 APEGA students confirmed tomorrow

26-Feb-14 Wed 11:35 0.7 6 MyClubs APEGA students

26-Feb-14 Wed 13:09 0.6 APEGA students bath

26-Feb-14 Wed 16:42 4.9 6 APEGA students

26-Feb-14 Wed 00:04 0.2 APEGA students unload GMC

04-Mar-14 Tue 16:50 1.6 MyClubs APEGA goto AGM, get job

25-Mar-14 Tue 18:20 2.2 1 MyClubs APEGA

27-Mar-14 Thu 13:40 0.5 9 MyClubs APEGA ProfDev NYET - No room left!

31-Mar-14 Mon 11:34 0.8 14 MyClubs APEGA VOTE today!!

31-Mar-14 Mon 13:35 0.7 APEGA AGM

03-Apr-14 Thu 14:25 0.2 APEGA

07-Apr-14 Mon 10:48 0.5 15 MyClubs APEGA AGM Days Inn

16-Apr-14 Wed 08:49 0.7 APEGA

16-Apr-14 Wed 10:51 3.2 2 APEGA

16-Apr-14 Wed 17:28 0.4 MyClubs APEGA ProfDev unload Nissan

23-Apr-14 Wed 09:44 0.8 MyClubs APEGA ProfDev can't find car keys!!

23-Apr-14 Wed 10:30 0.6 MyClubs APEGA ProfDev

23-Apr-14 Wed 11:04 0.2 MyClubs APEGA ProfDev

23-Apr-14 Wed 12:31 0.6 MyClubs APEGA ProfDev

23-Apr-14 Wed 13:08 0.1 MyClubs APEGA ProfDev travel checks

24-Apr-14 Thu 06:24 5.6 APEGA

24-Apr-14 Thu 13:00 4.0 APEGA with coffee break

24-Apr-14 Thu 17:02 0.5 APEGA unload Nissan - Days Inn setup computer

25-Apr-14 Fri 07:40 0.3 APEGA

25-Apr-14 Fri 08:00 0.5 APEGA coffee, talk, etc

25-Apr-14 Fri 08:30 3.5 APEGA with coffee break

25-Apr-14 Fri 13:00 4.0 APEGA with coffee break

25-Apr-14 Fri 17:00 0.3 APEGA walk to Days Inn

25-Apr-14 Fri 17:55 0.3 APEGA AGM

25-Apr-14 Fri 18:15 5.4 APEGA AGM

25-Apr-14 Fri 23:40 0.3 APEGA AGM walk to Days Inn

26-Apr-14 Sat 06:55 0.6 APEGA AGM pack bags into Nissan

26-Apr-14 Sat 07:30 0.3 APEGA AGM

26-Apr-14 Sat 07:50 1.2 APEGA AGM

26-Apr-14 Sat 09:00 3.5 APEGA AGM actual meeting

26-Apr-14 Sat 12:30 1.7 APEGA AGM

26-Apr-14 Sat 14:10 0.3 APEGA AGM walk to Days Inn

26-Apr-14 Sat 14:40 0.4 APEGA AGM preps - drive home

26-Apr-14 Sat 21:28 0.2 APEGA AGM unload Nissan incomplete

27-Apr-14 Sun 07:29 0.4 APEGA unload Nissan

28-May-14 Wed 18:32 0.2 APEGA Mom&Dad

04-Jun-14 Wed 11:50 0.6 APEGA Mom&Dad

04-Jun-14 Wed 16:00 5.8 APEGA Mom&DadGerry Maier presentation

04-Jun-14 Wed 23:16 0.1 APEGA unload Nissan partly

05-Jun-14 Thu 06:30 0.2 APEGA unload Nissan laundry, Copenhagen

10-Nov-14 Mon 11:18 0.5  4 MyClubs APEGA ProfDev what a mess

26-Nov-14 Wed 16:37 0.5 MyClubs APEGA survey online filled in DONE

11-Dec-14 Thu 08:35  1 MyClubs APEGA ProfDev

11-Dec-14 Thu  1 MyClubs APEGA ProfDev

01-Jan-15 Thu 08:31 1.1  8 MyClubs APEGA self-development list of NN reviews

01-Jan-15 Thu 09:45 2.3 MyClubs APEGA self-development list of NN reviews

MyClubs Pay 304$ + 100$ donation 
for APEGA registration 
(online Mastercard)

can't pay online?  
Don't know if MBNA 
will work so I'll have 
to phone tomorrow

MyClubs create “Continuing 
ProfDev” spreadsheet & 
plan

DONE - easily meet 
criteriaMyClubs Register – 23Jan2013 

ProfDev on SCADAMyClubs

preps to go to APEGA 
mini-courseMyClubs ProfDev walk in big circle to 
Attend ProfDev on 
SCADA A Critical Process, 
45$ Windsor Conference 
Centre, APEGA
2200-700 2 St. S.W.

MyClubs ProfDev

MyClubs Emrep Susan Armitage, I 
Plan to Attend Eng 
Student Night Red Deer 
Collge 26Feb2014

MyClubs Reminder Plan to Attend - 
18:30 26Feb Eng Student 
night, Red Deer College
Preps – goto Red Deer 
12:00  - 18:30 26Feb Eng 
Student night, Red Deer 
College

print map, vidcam 
uploads/ clean diskMyClubs Preps – goto Red Deer 

12:00  - 18:30 26Feb Eng 
Student night, Red Deer 
College

MyClubs goto Red Deer 12:00  - 
18:30 26Feb Eng Student 
night, Red Deer College

walked around, salad, 
beer read before 
18:20

MyClubs

Prof Development 
calendar~18:50 election town hall 
mtg

purchase cheese @ 
Ray&Sophia'sgoto Calgary - Critical 

Infrastructure APEGA 2014 
Election
Mar 3 - Apr 6, 2014
You have selected 
Brian Pearse, P.Eng. 
for 
President-Elect/Vice 
President
You have selected the 
following council 
candidates:
    Nader Asgharinia, 
P.Eng., I.S.P./ITCP, 
PMP
    Steven James 
Keays, P.Eng., 
M.A.Sc.
    Christopher C. 
Ketchum, P.Eng., FEC
    Abishekh 
Neelanshu, P.Eng.

MyClubs registration for Annual 
General Meeting

Done!  -  800$!!! (700 
$ for Wellbore 
Integrity PD)

MyClubs ProfDev 16Apr2014 luncheon 
ticket 50$book hotel, Note 175 
$/night at 
http://www.apegasummit.ca/index.php/events/travel-accommodations

MyClubs ProfDev preps luncheon - Wellbore 
damage

iron shirt/ pants/ tie, 
changeMyClubs ProfDev luncheon - Wellbore 

damage

clothes - iron, laundromat 
pickup/clnAPEGA notes and program 
printoutpreps - trip to Edmonton 
for  Professional 
Development, AGM

print ToDos, projects 
& readingload car, park GMC in 

driveway

MyClubs ProfDev PD, coffee, register, meet 
people

Wellbore Integrity - 
groundwater, 
fraccing, gas escape

MyClubs ProfDev PD course - Wellbore 
Integrity - groundwater, 
fraccing, gas escape

MyClubs ProfDev

MyClubs ProfDev walk to ShawCC

MyClubs ProfDev

MyClubs ProfDev PD course - Wellbore 
Integrity - groundwater, 
fraccing, gas escape

MyClubs ProfDev PD course - Wellbore 
Integrity - groundwater, 
fraccing, gas escape

MyClubs ProfDev

MyClubs walk to Westin Edmonton

MyClubs German beer night, great 
conversationsMyClubs

MyClubs

MyClubs walk to Westin Edmonton

MyClubs breakfast - came with 
AGM, meet peopleMyClubs coffee break with 

Vietnamese guy who 
was ranting about 
red-neck Alberta 
discrimination

MyClubs luncheon - Rex Murphy 
speakerMyClubs

MyClubs

MyClubs

MyClubs ProfDev

MyClubs ProfDev BUY 3 APEGA luncheon 
tickets - Gerry Maier

no can do - sold out! 
(when will I learn)MyClubs ProfDev preps - Gerry Maier 

presentationMyClubs ProfDev

MyClubs ProfDev

MyClubs ProfDev

reservations for PD course 
Myers-Brigg

preps - 11:15 APEGA 
lunch, Fairmont Palliser - 
500kV DC Eastern 
Alberta Transmission 
Line Project

can't find Laverdure's 
ph#11:15 APEGA lunch, 

Fairmont Palliser - 
500kV DC Eastern 
Alberta Transmission 
Line Project

write up years activities 
and pointswrite up years activities 
and points
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Example - Lisiting of Neural Networks journal peer reviews
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enddoc
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